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From  a  photograph  by  frank  E.  Porter 

VIEW   OF   THE   OLD    NEW    ENGLAND    RAILROAD    BRIDGE   OVER   FORT   POINT  CHANNEL 

The  site  o{  the  present  Summer  Street  bridge,  taken  about  1893  frcm  the  top  of  building  at  303  Congress  Street  looking  southeast.  The  property 
across  Fort  Point  Channel  (in  middle  background)  is  part  of  the  property  of  the  Boston  Wharf  Company.  The  site  of  the  present  South  Station  is  at 
the  right  end  of  the  bridge.  As  many  as  sixty-four  sailing  vessels  have  been  seen  in  the  early  days  tied  up  to  the  wharves  of  this  Company.  Most  of 
these  ships  had  brought  sugar  and  molasses,  there  being  two  large  (molasses)  distilleries  here  at  that  time,  carrying  on  a  very  large  business.  It  is  said 
that  there  were  as  many  as  20,000  barrels  lying  on  the  wharves,  and  on  hot  day>  the  firemen  used  to  come  and  play  cold  water  on  the  barrels  to  keep 
'  them  from  exploding. 
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Landfill  History  of  South  Boston 
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Fort.  Point  Channel 

Around  1870,  dredging  began  in  the  Fort  Point  Channel 
area  to  meet  the  demands  for  additional  harbor  frontage. 
The  Great  Cove  had  long  ceased  as  Boston's  primary  dock 
as  it  proved  to  be  inadequate  for  accomodating  the 
larger  vessels  currently  berthing  in  Boston.  So  a 
1,200  foot  wide  stretch  of  marsh  and  mud  was  clecired 
along*  the  east:  bcmk  of  the  channeL  to  create  nev#  wetce^ 
house  and  docking  facilities.  Railroads  which  led  ,  ^ 
inta  the  whcurves  all  along  the  waterfront  were  built 
by  a.  variety  of  con^anies,  and  resulted  in  cutting 
off  access  to  the  waterfront  of  the  1800 's,  parti- 
cularly in  the  South  Cove  eirea.  The  harlxsr  took  on^ 
a-  new,  and  somewhat  final  configuration  with  a 
tremendous  concentration  of  docks,  wharves,  and    ;  .■■^;  •' 
railroad  terminals  within  the  City  limits. 


Tha  racaatiy  aomplatad  fort-  Point^  Chanrml , 
sho>m  in  '■>'■'«  1880  etching,  bacama  c/i« 
heart  of  Boatoa's  Induatzial  watertront. 
South  Cove  haa  baait  coa|>iaC«2y  filled, 
l>uC  south  Station  la  not  yet  built.  Open 
i/atar  at  tha  botcoa  of  the  etching  wiii. 
soon  b»  filled  Co  provide  a  site  for 
Boa  ton  Whatt  Coapany  warehouaea. 


VIEW   OF  THE    PROPERTY   OF   THE    BOSTON  WHARF   COM! 
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VIEW    OF    THE     PROPERTY    OF     THE     BOSTON    WHARF    COMPANY'.      From  Mt.   Washington  Avenu. 


